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Learning Objective 1:
Understand the importance of young adult 
transitional services for students with special 
needs.

Learning Objective 2:
Discover how community partnerships can 
expand learning opportunities beyond a 
traditional school environment.

Learning Objective 3:
Explore how specialized learning environments 
and pedagogies can cultivate student growth 
and success.

Learning Objective 4:
Learn about an innovative educational facility 
for students aged 18-21 with special needs.
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Where will I live?

Who will I live with?
How will I pay my bills?

Where will I work?

How will I get to work?

What will I do in my free time?

How will I cook for myself?

Where will I get therapy if needed?

How do I host family & friends at my apartment?



Independent Living Vocational Training Post-Secondary Education
Cooking Skills, 
Kitchen Safety, and 
Nutrition

Vocational 
Awareness/
Skills

Transportation and 
Community Access

Money management: Budgeting, 
making purchases, banking

Personal Appearance 
and Hygiene

Self Advocacy 
Skills

Post Secondary 
Education and/or 
Training Planning

Functional Reading: Schedules, 
Recipes, Maps etc.

Personal Health and 
Well-being,
Home Management 
Tasks

Interpersonal 
Skills

Knowledge of 
Community 
Resources and Rec 
Leisure

Functional Writing: Filling out 
forms- applications, resumes, 
personal information, W-2.

Areas of Transition Learning

high school adulthood

18-21 
years old



Barriers & Challenges
High School Setting

• Graduated Seniors
• Bell Schedule
• Crowds
• Cafeteria/Lunch
• Allocated space – 3,639 SF



Site Visits
Dream big



Support the student 
experience

Programming Studies



Opportunities & limitations
Program Development

Existing – 3,639 SF Minimum – 17,000 SF       Optimized (initial present-day) – 35,000 SF

not included
not included
not included

20
not included
not included
not included



Conceptual Program Test-Fits
Minimum – 17,000 SF Optimized (initial present-day) – 35,000 SF



Conceptual Program Test-Fits
Optimized (future planning) – 50,000 SF



Property search

• Access to Public 
Transportation

• Access to Community 
Partners

• 5 buildings toured over 14 
months

Site & Location Studies



Manufacturing warehouse 
& office building

50,000 sq. ft. existing

A New Beginning



Parent & Student Engagement
• Village Special Use public meeting support

• On-site tours 
of existing 
building

• Still image 
renderings



• Immersive virtual reality

• Rendered design 
walkthroughs

• Virtual  
orientations 
to prep 
students

Parent & Student Engagement



Floor Plan
Student & Visitor 
Main Entry

Student Community 
& Internship Access

Staff

Deliveries & Building 
Support



Floor Plan
Instructional Lab
5,820 SF

Simulation Labs
9,800 SF

Common Areas
9,750 SF

Staff & Support
7,250 SF

Toilet/Mech/ 
Circulation
15,954 SF

Total = 48,574 SF
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Floor Plan
Instructional Lab
5,820 SF

Simulation Labs
9,800 SF

Common Areas
9,750 SF

Staff & Support
7,250 SF

Toilet/Mech/ 
Circulation
15,954 SF

Total = 48,574 SF

Current Enrollment – 690 SF/student
Max Enrollment – 540 SF/student





Bridges Concept Development



Experiential Wayfinding



Experiential Wayfinding



Instructional Lab



Instructional Lab



Instructional Lab



Instructional Lab



Instructional Lab



Commercial Kitchen & Prep Lab



Commercial Kitchen & Prep Lab



Serving & Prep Kitchen Lab



Office Lab



Commercial & Residential Laundry Lab



Commercial & Residential Laundry Lab



Independent Living Lab



Independent Living Lab



Multipurpose Room



Wellness Lounge



Superstore Lab



Superstore Lab



Why do Transition Programs 
matter? 

Why do they need intentionally 
designed and purpose-built 

spaces?



National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental 
Disabilities
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention



Employees with disabilities have a 
48% lower 

turnover rate than non-disabled employees.

92% of Americans view companies that hire employees 
with disabilities more favorably than those who don’t.

19.1% of adults with disabilities are currently employed.

17% of adults with disabilities live independently.
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