
A hands-on approach to 
impactful design

From Pandemic 
Response to 
Multi disciplinary 
Collaboration



What connects you to 

LearningSCAPES? I'm a...

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



KIT OF PARTS
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EMPATHIZE & 
DEFINE 
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EMPATHIZE

DEFINE

IDEATE

PROTOTYPE

TEST

ASSESS

‘Children are particularly vulnerable to 
the challenges of effectively coping 
throughout a stat of disaster’. 

(Sprang & Silman, 2013)



POSITIVES

• SET GOALS / OUTCOMES
• DATA DRIVEN –

QUANTATIVE APPROACH
• FACTS BASED
• DEFINABLE ANSWERS
• REPLICABLE

TRANSMISSIVE LEARNING 
MODEL

NEGATIVES

• PRESCRIPTIVE / CLOSED 
ENED

• AUTHORITARIAN
• DIRECTIVE, SEEKING 

COMPLIANCE
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RESEARCH FINDINGS

SAFETY
The theme of safety is understood as the 

possibility to create secure environments 

within the materiality of the classroom.
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ACTIVITY 1

PASSIVE LEARNING

BUILDING PRESCRIBED SHAPES

WORKSHEETS
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IDEATE & 
PROTOTYPE
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EMPATHIZE

DEFINE

IDEATE

PROTOTYPE

TEST

ASSESS



EARLY DESIGN THOUGHT & PROCESS
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MULTI DISCIPLINARY APPROACH

EMPATHIZE

DEFINE

IDEATE

PROTOTYPE

TEST

ASSESS

RESEARCH

DESIGN

MARKETING

PARTNERSHIPS

LOGISTICS

REGULATIONS



DESIGN CHALLENGES

REMOTE COLLABORATION

COMMUNICATION ACROSS 

ORGANISATIONS

PRODUCT + DELIVERY COST

CREATING FICTION

EFFICIENT USE OF MATERIAL

KEEPING IT SIMPLE

DETERMINING MANUFACTURING METHOD

DIGITAL PROTOTYPING (VS PHYSICAL)
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EMPATHIZE
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IDEATE

PROTOTYPE

TEST
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TEST & ASSESS
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EMPATHIZE

DEFINE

IDEATE

PROTOTYPE

TEST

ASSESS



AMBASSADOR 
+ SCHOOL 
CHALLENGES

EMPATHIZE

DEFINE

IDEATE

PROTOTYPE

TEST

ASSESS



POSITIVES

• BREAK FROM 
STRUCTURED LEARNING

• HEALTH AND WELLBEING
• TOOL FOR 

LEARNING/ENGAGEMENT
• OPEN ENDED
• ‘PROBLEM POSING’ 

MODEL
• EXPLORATIVE
• DEMOCRATIC

ACTIVE LEARNING MODEL

NEGATIVES

• LOOSELY DEFINED 
GOALS / OUTCOMES

• NO ‘CORRECT’ ANSWER
• TIME CONSUMING
• LESS CONTROL FROM 

EDUCATOR
• COULD LEAD TO 

MISCONCEPTIONS
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WITHIN MAINSTREAM AND SPECIAL NEEDS SETTINGS

EMPATHIZE

DEFINE

IDEATE

PROTOTYPE

TEST

ASSESS



RESEARCH FINDINGS

ENACTMENT AND 
EXPRESSION
The enactment theme is understood as 

the process of acting something out. 

Through acting and re-enacting 

children can actively engage in their 

own meaning making.

The theme of expression is defined as 

the interpretation and expression of an 

(in this case unpleasant) event through 

material representation.
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ACTIVE LEARNING WITH 
REFLECTION
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EMPATHIZE

DEFINE

IDEATE

PROTOTYPE
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ACTIVITY 2

ACTIVE LEARNING EXERCISE

BUILDING A FLOWER USING PRESCRIBED 
SHAPES / OTHER
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ACTIVITY 2

criteria for building 
a flower

• Your flower must have 
a stem, at least one 
leaf and two flowers

• And be as tall as you 
can make it



Out of all the subjects at 

school, where does 

Unboxy fit?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



What are the benefits of 

Unboxy for Active 

Learning?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



How did the Unboxy 

activity make you feel?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.



Thank You

Matt Dwyer

matt@y2architecture.com.au
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